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PREFACE

Most of our ancient authors of cminence have
hardly carcd to Icave for posterity any auto-
biographical details, Possibly they cared more
for the coutinuity and elucidation of great ideas
through their works than to their perpetuating
prrsonal  details.  Samantabhadra-Svami or
-Deva is no exception to this general rule. But
a thoughtful study of his works cnables us to
portray hefore our mind’s eye the outstanding
prrsonality of Samantabhadra. Here is a great
lcader of religion and thought, full of zeal and
carnestness.  He is an acute logician and a dis-
passionate philosopher. His studies are deep,
and his cxpressions precise and pregnant with
significance. He is a master of Sanskrit language
which he handles quite cffectively and according
to the nced of the subject-matter. Heis an
ardent devotee and a learned logician; that is
why he pours out beautiful hymns which are at
once monuments of philosophical learning and
thought, His Stutis are obviously profound
expositions of Syadvada and other principles of



Jalmsm Thus Samantabhadra is an ardcnt
religious leader, a poct, a logician and a bene-
factor of the suffering humanity.

Samantabhadra’s works are few in number
and short in extent, but they possess such power-
ful seeds that not only they could attract great
authors like Akalanka and Vidyananda but
also grew in their hands into mighty banyan
trees which are the veritable wealth and strength
of Indian Nyaya litcrature.

Among the available works of Samantabha-
dra,the Aptamimansa (or Devagama-stotra), Yu-
ktyanu-sasana, Svayambhu-stotra and Stutividya
are hymnal in character, but the first two are
cffective treatises on logic and dialectics, This
mode of embodying a logical treatisc apparently
in a devotional hymn was first experimented by
Samantabhadra and thercfore he is rightly called
the First Stutikara by Malayagiri, This cxperi-
ment proved so successful that it was further
adopted by authors like Siddhascna and Hema-
chandra on a more extensive and purposcful
scale. The logical Stutis of Samantabhadra
are so effective and pregnant with meaning that
great authors like Akalanka, Vidyananda and
Yasovijaya went on elaborating their expositions
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on them, meeting and refuting contemporary
philosophical tenets with a view to substantiate
the stand of Samantabhadra, The Svayambhu-
stotra and Stutividya are fine pieces of elegant
Sanskrit poctry but not without logical and
rhetorical flashes. 1If these hymnal works of
Samantabhadra establish the outstanding cha-
racter of Jaina Divinity, his Ratnakarandaka is
a systematic exposition of the duties of a pious
layman. According to Samantabhadra Jainism
is not only a metaphysically sound system but
also a practical way of living as well, and his
works fully testify to this.

The Ratnakarandaka-Sravakachara, asitis
popularly known, or thc Samichina-Dharma-
sastra, as Pt. Jugalkishoreji aptly calls it, is
really a Casket of Gems. The title is significant,
because the work is a systematic exposition of
three gems, namely, Right Faith, Right Know-
ledge and Right Conduct which constitute the
path of liberation, and secondly because it is a
collection of gems of didactic verses in chaste
Sanskrit, Its contents are clear-cut and syste-
matic; the way of presentation is neat and well-
arranged; the style is clear and lucid; the Sans-
krit language is handled most preciscly and
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effectively; and above all the aim of theauthor is
to guide earncstly the suffering humanity on the
path of virtue, This work is a solid basis on
which are founded bigger Sravakacharas com-
posed by many subscquent authors like Amrta-
chandra, Amitagati and Asadhara.

No other text is more popular than the Rat-
nakarandaka in the Jaina Community, Not only
Jainas but even non-Jainas have benefited them-
selves by the pious way of life presented therein.
One cannot imagine a Jain temple, library or
family without a number of Mss. or copics of
this work. Its languagcis so lucid and clear
that in the palmy days of Sanskrit no claborate
commentarics were needed on it. It is rather
latcly that Prabhachandra ( c. 13th century
A.D.) wrote a modest Sanskrit commentary on
it; there js an anonymous rendering of it in
Tamil; and Ayatavarman wrote a Kannada
Ratnakarandaka. Many commentaries in Mo-
dern Indain Languages, old and new, are found
on this work, but the most popular is Pt. Sada-
sukhaji’s Hindi Commentary, which has gonc a
long way to shape the pious lifc of many gene-
rations of Jainas, both in the North and in the
South,



Prcface Q 3

The very popu]arnty of thns work has ]cd to
the inflation of its text. Many Mss. contain a
larger number of verses.  Pt. Jugalkishorgji has
madc an admirable and pionecr cffort to scru-
tinisc these additional verses.  Still it is a major
problem. It is nccessary that all the available
Mss. of the Ratnzkarandaka should be duly
collated and then critical and objective stan-
dards should be applicd to prove their authenti-
city : and thus alone one can hope to come
ncarer the text of Samantabhadra.

Samantabhadra is undoubtedly onc of the
great authors of our land; and thatis why his
works attracted able medieval authors like
Akalanka and Vidyananda and post-medicval
writers like Yasovijaya and Sadasukha. It
18 a great asset to scholarship that Pt. Jugal-
kishore has proved himself the most carnest
devotce of Samantabhadra and a critical student
of his works. His rigorous methods, legal acu-
men, depth of learning and stcadfast devotion
are fully seen in his intensive and extensive
study of Samntabhadra’s works. His editions
of Stutividya (Sarsawa 1950), Svayambhu-stotra
and Yuktyanusasana (Ibidem 1951) are model
editions rich with learned expositions.
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Pandit Jugalkishoreji’s present edition of
the Ratnakarandaka isa crown of his long and
sustained studies of Samantabhadra’s works.
Some thirty years back he wrote his learncd
dissertation on Samantabhadra as an Introduc-
tion to the edition of the Ratnakarandaka pub-
lished in the Manikchandra D.Jain Granthamala.
It is 2 model study which has become a source
of inspiration and references to many scholars.
He has retouched some of its parts here.  And
what is of special value and importance here is
his Hindi Vyakhya. Not only it gives a pre-
cise and literal Hindi rendering of the text but
it also presents critical discussions on Jainologi-
cal topics taking into account similar contexts
in the works of Samantabhadra and those of
his predecessors and  successors. This Hindi
Vyakhya bears a worthy kinship with the work
of which it is an exposition; and it really enri-
ches not only Hindi language but also the field
of didactic thought of the Jaina pattern. Pt.
Jugalkishoreji's Vyakhya has further heightened
the testamentary value of the Ratnakarandaka,
and it deserves to be carefully studied both by
critical scholars and pious devotees,

Delhi.
5-4-1955 A. N. Upadhye
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